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trapped in their armour expiring on the fields of Agincourt and Flodden. The wider sentiments still remain. The tradesman of the nineteenth century losing the use of his limbs on an office stool saw himself mirrored in Sir Galahad because at least his heart was pure. The Boy Scouts and the Salvation Army still mark this sugary valour, this heroic palliation of family decadence. The rounded forms of the pre-Raphaelites betrayed the ugliest moments of the Industrial Revolution. Even to-day, wracked by the squalor and misery of the slums, tired bodies concentrate on the refreshment of the soul. Morals still overpower the aesthetic senses and the only beauty is found in romance. The false values of the Industrial Revolution remain over in the League of Nations mentality. There is not even the noble conviction of the Victorians and Edwardians who thought they were posterity for whom the forests had turned to coal and of whose evolution history was the account. Public opinion to-day is timid, snivelling, nihilistic and merely obstinate to acknowledge disillusionment. It was after the rude awakening of the Great War that the nation called for an honest gentleman who had shared its illusions as a boy. It found a man who had experienced the transitory nature of its materialism and had enjoyed the gauged depth of sentiment in its culture.
Mr- Baldwin has been erroneously compared with the late George Wyndham. George Wyndham wrote: "Party politics leave me cold. But the countryside of England and the literature of Europe make me glow." Both men may have used the selfsame words, but the spirit behind them was different. To the one history was not a romance but a living struggle, he was so thoroughbred that he sacrificed his career rather than face a compromise* Party politics broke George Wyndham. His personality was too strong for democracy. He never became Prime Minister. Mr. Baldwin, on the other haaad, has accepted the call and stooped to moralise to a worn-out public for over ten years.